Introduction
Over the last 250 years, global change has caused large-scale shifts in the Earths' ecosystems. Global average air temperature is rising continuously (IPCC 2007) . This rising temperature is much sharper at a local and regional than the global scale. Direct and indirect impacts of global change are beginning to appear in rural economies. Late start of monsoon, longer drought period, early frost and rapid spread of diseases are frequently occurring (Ruprecht 2005; Otto et al. 2006; Baniya et al. 2009 ). These changes have resulted in loss of biodiversity, migration of people, degradation and fragmentation of land and changing landuse patterns. At extreme cases, this leads to abandonment of cultivation. In addition, people started to colonize in such places where more opportunities and resources are available for their future generations. Out migration is a serious problem in Nepal; big population of youth is flying aboard daily for job. Young and old people living at their villages could not continue farming occupation. Hence abandonment of agricultural land is increasing.
Dynamic nature does not stop its activities so does in the abandoned fields. Secondary succession is common at those abandoned fields. Toky and Ramakrishnan (1983) have studied plant colonization pattern at abandoned fallow land in the subtropical mountains of Eastern Himalayas of north-east India and found Imperata cylindrica and Chromolaena odorata as the primary colonizers for 5 years. These species were further replaced by Dendrocalamus hamiltonii up to 15 years.
Finally, those fallow lands were found substituted by light demanding tropical lowland forest species, such as Bauhinia Similarly, Rikhari et al. (1993) 
Materials and Methods

STUDY
Results
A total of 144 plant species belonging to 44 families were found in this study. Asteraceae and Poaceae were the two most dominant families with 18 species each. Cynoglossum zeylanicum was the most frequent species that occurred 180 times in this study. Poa annua was the least common species 
DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS
The length of gradient obtained after axis I of DCA was 4.8 SD. It is equivalent to a unit change in beta diversity. This DCA successfully ordered plots and species along the first axis. That means there is an almost or nearly a complete turnover. Most species showed longer length of gradient thus they showed unimodal relation with the main gradient. Almost 14 % variation in the species composition was explained by the DCA axis I. The DCA axis II explained 5% variation in the species composition. This confirmed that the DCA axis I was the strongest gradient for this study which is the successional gradient. The eigenvalue of the first axis was 0.55, which reflects the better strength of DCA in this study (Table 2) .
SPECIES RESPONSE THROUGH SUCCESSION
Most species showed a distinctive successional pattern among abandoned fields. It seems that there are three stages of succession: short living annuals, long living perennials and shrubs or trees. Successional responses of 11 plant species selected for this study (Table 1) in the middle as purposed by Connell and Slatyer (1977) .
High abundance of nitrogen fixing species such as
Medicago falcata at the mid successional stage may facilitate nitrogen loving species to establish at late successional stage.
Pennisetum flaccidum is one of the most preferable grasses by cattle. All above ground parts of this grass are heavily grazed. Regeneration of this species may facilitate after There are also evidences of changing pasture land quality after grazing and increasing abundance of unpalatable species at high alpine pastures due to land use change as well as due to present rise in temperature (IPCC 2007; Klein et al. 2007 ).
Likewise, an opinion of no grazing impact in the secondary forest land succession has been purposed (Risch et al. 2004) .
Rising temperature may facilitate succession, but I have no evidence to support this. Thus it is harder to project temperature, grazing and succession scenarios here.
In conclusion, subalpine abandoned fields in upper 
